
APPENDIX 1.1
Minutes of The Meeting of Newbury Town Council
Held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Newbury, 

at 7.30 pm on Monday 31 January 2022.
Present
Councillors Phil Barnett, Martin Colston, Billy Drummond (Town Mayor), Nigel Foot,         Sue Farrant, Chris Foster, Jon Gage, Stuart Gourley, Roger Hunneman, David Marsh,    Steve Masters, Vaughan Miller, Andy Moore, Gary Norman, Pam Lusby-Taylor,             Sarah Slack, Martha Vickers and Tony Vickers.
Officer in Attendance
Hugh Peacocke – Chief Executive Officer

46.  Apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Councillors Jeff Beck, Jo Day, Olivia Lewis, Elizabeth O’Keeffe and Erik Pattenden.
47. Declarations of interest and dispensations

Councillors Phil Barnett, Billy Drummond, David Marsh, Steve Masters, Andy Moore, Martha Vickers and Tony Vickers are also Members of West Berkshire Council, which is declared as a general interest on their behalf and a dispensation is in place to allow them to partake in discussions relating to West Berkshire Council business.


There is a dispensation for all those Town Councillors who live in the parish of Newbury to discuss matters relating to the Town Council budget and setting the precept.


Councillor martin Colston declared that he was on the BID board and would not vote on the item regarding the BID ballot.


Councillor Billy Drummond declared that he was trustee of Greenham Trust.
48. Minutes of the meeting of Newbury Town Council held on Monday 18 October 2021
Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston
Seconded: Councillor Steve Masters
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting of Newbury Town Council held on Monday 18 October 2021 as a true record of the meeting.
49. Questions and Petitions from Members of the Public
There were no questions or petitions received from members of the public.
50. Members’ Questions and Petitions
There were no questions or petitions received from members of the Council.
51. Greenham Common Trust at 25 Years (App 2)
The Mayor welcomed Chris Boulton, CEO of Greenham Trust, to the meeting and invited him to give a presentation on the work of the Trust over the past 25 years.
Members thanked Mr. Boulton and the trust for the immense support given to so many charitable works and organisations by the Trust.
52. Community United, West Berkshire

Town Mayor

The Mayor welcomed Alice Kunjappy-Clifton to the meeting and she gave a presentation on the work of Community United West Berkshire, with emphasis on increased partnership working with the Town Council in the future.
The meeting suggested that CUWB might encourage members of the ethnic communities in Newbury to stand as candidates in the Town Council elections in 2023. 

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Gary Norman, said that he would be inviting CUWB to take part in the Mayor-making event in May 2022.
53. BID Ballot 
The Mayor welcomed Melissa Hughes, CEO, Newbury BID and Alison Drummond, Operations Manager, to the meeting and invited members to ask them any questions they might have regarding the BID’s Business Plan for the next 5 years.
The meeting noted the work that the BID does in promoting Newbury, organising events and generating footfall in the Town Centre. Members also congratulated the BID on the Christmas fayre, the Christmas Lights event and the recent upgrading of the Town Centre CCTV. The CEO also spoke of the good working relations between the BID team and the officers of the Council.
Members noted that the council as a BID levy-payer had received ballot papers to vote on the proposed renewal of the BID for Newbury town centre. 
Proposed: Councillor Sarah Slack
Seconded: Councillor Steve Masters
Resolved: That the Council votes in favour of retaining the BID for another 5-year term.
(Councillor Martin Colston abstained from the vote, as he is a member of the BID board)
54. Mayor’s Report


The meeting received the Town Mayor’s report
55. Leader’s Report


The meeting received the Leader’s report
56.   Chief Executive Officer’s Report
The meeting received the Chief Executive Officer’s report. The CEO pointed out that the Annual Town meeting had been moved from 21st March to 4th April and would include a presentation on the first 25 years of the Town Council.
57.    Notice of Motions
            Submitted by Councillor Vaughan Miller
That this Council:

1)
Supports, in principle, the parts of the upcoming Employment Bill which would make it a legal requirement for employers to pass on all tips and service charge payments to workers without any deductions, a compulsory Statutory Code of Practice ensuring tip fairness and transparency, and a right for workers to make a request for information relating to an employer’s tipping record. 

2)
Writes to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, The Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng MP, to express our support for these parts of the Bill and request that this legislation be brought forward as soon as possible. 

3)
Writes to West Berkshire Council to request they likewise express their support for these parts of the Bill and request that this legislation be brought forward as soon as possible.

Proposed: Councillor Vaughan Miller

Seconded: Councillor Andy Moore
Resolved: That the Council supports the motion as presented.

58. Council Strategy 2019 to 2024 

Councillor Martin Colston, Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee, gave a presentation on the Strategy review, as recommended by the Policy and Resources Committee meeting on 18 January. It was noted item 1.G.8. a) ( the football ground) should be amended as per the resolution of full council on 18 October 2022.

Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston
Seconded: Councillor Sarah Slack
Resolved: To Approve the review of the Council’s Strategy 2019 to 2024.

59. 2022/2023 Budget and Precept 

The Council noted that the Policy & Resources Committee resolved on 18 January to adopt a budget for 2022/23, as shown at Appendix 9 and recommends that the Council sets an overall budget expenditure of £2,326,418.
Councillor Martin Colston, Chairman of the Committee, highlighted the main items, which include the community café at Victoria Park, the proposed upgrade of the public toilets at The Wharf, upgrades/ improvements to playgrounds at Fifth Road and the Nightingales and the council’s continuing work on climate Change and carbon reduction. 
Proposed: Councillor Sarah Slack
Seconded: Councillor Martin Colston 
Resolved: To adopt the budget for Financial Year 2022/2023 and raise a precept of £1,180,623 for the year.
Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston
Seconded: Councillor Tony Vickers
Resolved: That a leaflet explaining to the public how the precept is to be used during 2022/23 is produced, with that leaflet to be distributed to each household in Newbury and published on the Council’s website.
60. Schedule of Meetings for the Municipal Year 2022-23

The Council noted the schedule of meetings for the Municipal Year 2022-23.

61. The proposed Victoria Park Community Café 


Proposed: Councillor Roger Hunneman

Seconded: Councillor Steve Masters
Resolved: That the council seeks the approval of the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to apply for a Public Works Loan Board loan of up to £300,000 towards the construction of the new Community café in Victoria Park.
The loan term would be 25 years and the annual loan repayments would come to around £15,688.42.
(it is not intended to increase the Council Tax precept for the purpose of the loan repayments) (Appendices 11.1 and 11.2)
(The resolution should be announced on the Council’s website).
The meeting received an update from the Chair of the Victoria Park Subcommittee, Councillor Roger Hunneman on proposals and arrangements for the Council’s proposed Community Café in Victoria Park.
To resolve to affix the Council’s seal to the licence for alterations to the Council’s lease of Victoria Park, to allow the construction of the proposed Community Café.

Proposed: Councillor Roger Hunneman

Seconded: Councillor Martin Colston
Resolved: To affix the Council’s seal to the licence for alterations to the Council’s lease of Victoria Park, to allow the construction of the proposed Community Café.
62. Committees

The Council received the minutes from the following meetings:

· Community Services Committee

13 December 2021 

· Planning & Highways
25 October, 15 November,                                30 November, 6 December, 2021, 
5 and 24 January 2022
· Civic Pride, Arts & Culture    

29 November 2021


· Policy & Resources 



17 January 2022. 
63. Climate Emergency Working Group Report & Recommendations

The Council received the report of the Climate Emergency Working Group from Councillor Chris Foster, Chairman of the Working Group
64. Forward Work Programme for Full Council meetings 2021/22
The Council noted and agreed the Forward Work Programme. 
There being no further business, the Town Mayor declared the meeting closed at  9.02 pm. 
Town Mayor: ________________________

Date: _________________





