



APPENDIX 1
Minutes of The Meeting of Newbury Town Council
Held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Newbury, 

at 7.30 pm on Monday 17 October 2022.
Present
Councillors Phil Barnett, Jeff Beck, Martin Colston, Jo Day, Billy Drummond, Sue Farrant,    Nigel Foot, Chris Foster, Jon Gage, Stuart Gourley, Roger Hunneman, Olivia Lewis,                 Pam Lusby-Taylor, Andy Moore, Gary Norman (Town Mayor), Elizabeth O’Keeffe, Erik Pattenden, Sarah Slack and Tony Vickers.
Officers in Attendance
Hugh Peacocke – Chief Executive Officer
David Ingram, Community Services Manager

35.   Apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Councillors David Marsh, Stephen Masters, Vaughan Miller and Martha Vickers.
36.   Declarations of interest and dispensations
Councillors Phil Barnett, Jeff Beck, Billy Drummond, Andy Moore, Erik Pattenden and Tony Vickers are also Members of West Berkshire Council, which is declared as a general interest on their behalf and a dispensation is in place to allow them to partake in discussions relating to West Berkshire Council business.
Councillors Elizabeth O’Keeffe and Sarah Slack declared that they were trustees of Citizens’ Advice West Berkshire.
37.   Minutes of the meeting of Newbury Town Council held on Monday 26 September 2022.

  Proposed: Councillor Elizabeth O’Keeffe

  Seconded: Councillor Billy Drummond
  Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting of Newbury Town Council held on      Monday 26 September 2022 as a true record of the meeting.
38. Citizens’ Advice West Berkshire

The Mayor welcomed Ms. Isabel Esperance, Chief Officer, CAWB to the meeting. Ms. Esperance gave a presentation on the work that CAWB had carried out on behalf of Newbury residents during 2021-2022 and thanked the Council for their ongoing support for CAWB.

39. Questions and Petitions from Members of the Public
2 questions were received from Ms. Paula Saunderson who was not in attendance. The Mayor asked that a written response be sent to Ms. Saunderson.
40. Members’ Questions and Petitions
There were no questions or petitions received from members of the council.

41. Town Mayor’s Report (Appendix 2)

The Council received a report from the Town Mayor, Councillor Gary Norman, detailing the many civic engagements he had attended since the June meeting of the Council.

42. Leader’s Report (Appendix 3)

The Council received the report from the Leader of the Council, Councillor Martin Colston
43. Chief Executive’s Report (Appendix 3)

The Council received the report from the CEO of the Council.

44. Committees
The Council received the minutes of the following meetings of the Town Council’s Committees (already circulated):

· Community Services Committee
18 July (Draft)
· Planning & Highways

11 July, 1 August, 222 August, 
3 October (draft)


· Civic Pride, Arts & Leisure    
4 July (Draft)
· Policy & Resources 

18 July and 10 October (Draft)        

45. Market Working Group (Appendix 5)

The meeting considered a proposal to appoint a Market Working Group, set terms of reference and appoint members.


Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston

  Seconded: Councillor Andy Moore
Resolved: To form a Market Working Group, in accordance with the Terms of reference and membership, as circulated to members.



Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston

  Seconded: Councillor Sarah Slack
Resolved: To appoint Councillors Martha Vickers, David Marsh and Martin Colston as the Council’s members on the Market Working Group.
46. Appointment of External Auditor
The meeting considered the report received from the CEO.


Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston

  Seconded: Councillor Chris Foster
Resolved: To remain as part of the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments (SAAA) sector led appointment scheme for the next 5 years.

47. Local Democracy Working Group
Councillor Jo Day, the Chair of the Local Democracy Working Group, updated the Council on this year's very busy programme. It was well supported by primary schools from Newbury and also by council members who had given voluntarily of their time to meet the school children and their teachers to tell them how the Town Council works.
Members would also visit secondary schools to tell them about our Local Democracy Programme and also to engage them in the Neighbourhood Development Plan survey.

Members and the CEO thanked the Mayor and Councillor Jo Day for making the presentations to the schools who visited the council chamber during the Local Democracy Programme.
48. Budget for 2023/24

Members noted the budget production plan with a target to produce a draft budget for e-mail distribution before Christmas, so that full discussions can take place at the Policy & Resources Committee meeting on 16 January 2023 and at the subsequent Council meeting on Monday 30 January 2023.  

The CEO will invite members of the Council to submit proposals to officers for

consideration by the relevant Committee for inclusion in the draft budget and the Council’s Strategy when they consider their budget needs for 2023/24. Such proposals to be submitted with as much detail as possible by the 4th of November 2022.

Each Committee will be asked to consider its budget needs for 2023/24, in time for inclusion in the draft budget (and / or revised Strategy) being prepared for January 2023.
49. Climate Emergency Working Group 

Councillor Chris Foster, Chairperson of the Working Group, presented a report from the Climate Emergency Working Group. Councillor Foster thanked Mr. David Ingram, the Community Services Manager, for his invaluable support to the Working Group. He reported that the council was meeting its carbon reduction targets and by next year would have reduced its carbon footprint by 50%.


Proposed: Councillor Chris Foster


Seconded: Councillor Erik Pattenden

Resolved: To Approve the recommendations from the Climate Emergency Working Group. 
(To maintain the current Working Group structure to monitor, manage and keep reviewing ideas to move this agenda forward.  Make necessary Budget recommendations to support the reduction programme.)

50. Forward Work Programme for Full Council meetings 2022/23 

Noted and agreed.
51. Exclusion of the Press and Public



Proposed: Councillor Tony Vickers


Seconded: Councillor Roger Hunneman
Resolved: That under Section 1, Paragraph 2 of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential financial business to be transacted.
52. The proposed Community Café in Victoria Park 
The meeting received a verbal update from the CEO and noted that a special meeting of the council was scheduled for 27 October at which the Council would consider the outcomes of the bidding process and how to progress in this matter.
There being no further business, the Town Mayor declared the meeting closed at 8.43 pm. 
Town Mayor: ________________________

Date: _________________





